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From Tuesday April 26th, 1994 CNN covers the arrival of The 37TH President of The United States Richard 
Nixon in California. His body arrived aboard SAM 26000. The plane which he used as Air Force One during 
his Presidency 


President Richard M. Nixon 
1913 - 1994 
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I'm here now at the Nixon birthplace in Library in Yorba Linda California the final destination for the Nixon 
motorcade that will arrive here this afternoon as you can hear from the noise around me there is construction 
still underway preparing for tomorrow's memorial service we had a strong heavy downpour of rain this 
morning right now the sun is shining she is shining but there's a stiff breeze in the area and there are still 
clouds in the distance so a lot of people are holding their breath hoping the weather stays clear first as we 
have reported the jet that was Air Force one during the Nixon presidency will touch down at the Marine Air 
Station in El Toro California CNN's Bruce Morton is there now he joins us with the latest Bruce Judy we're 
like you praying for good weather here we just put our umbrellas down about five minutes ago but the sun is 
shining now and as you can see of the plane that was our horse won during the Nixon presidency has landed 
it's taxiing its way over here the honor guard is in place the cortege is in place the motorcade which will be 
driving the 30 or so miles from here at El Toro Marine Air Center over to your Belinda where you are the 
plane is just just landed a little bit ago and is still taxiing these things always take a certain amount of time in 
the meantime of troops are in place they honor guard from the various ceremonial units | here from 
Washington DC the Marines from a Marine headquarters in Washington the army the 3rd Infantry Regiment 
the old guard from Fort Myers in Virginia the band is local it is the all Toro Marine Band and there are a few 
other people here in know public there's really no group nobody been admitted to the base today except a 
few friends of people who are normally stationed here so this is a crowd essentially of press and military the 
big public gathering of course will come later at the library now the plane is turning finally moving a little more 
towards us you can also see out there 
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towards us you can also see out there the another contingent of Marines with the howitzers which will be 
firing the ceremonial salute all of this they're saying | to a man who knew this this Marine base well he 
returned here often he returned here of course as an ex-president perhaps his most dramatic flight and this 
of course the last with the president's body we don't know about friends Judy we do know about family the 
two daughters of course Julie Nixon eisenhower her husband David and their three children preacher Nixon 
Cox her husband Ed and their son Christopher but we'll kind of have to wait and see for the rest those are 
the only names that that the military have given out here it is very much the case Bruce as | know you know 
that the Nixon family has taken charge of all the arrangements surrounding this memorial and funeral service 
they decided they did not want any of the ceremony to take place in the nation's capital in Washington they 


wanted everything at the president former President Nixon's request to be in California in honor and truly on 
his home turf and that's where we are right now well | suspect Judy that they were simply carrying out his 
wishes | | think mr. Nixon had a lot to do with all this he's the kind of man who would have anticipated his 
death anticipated his funeral and planned for it being a planning kind of man you know all during his kind of 
rehabilitation phase after he resigned the presidency he was visible he'd do foreign trips he do things like 
that but he avoided big Washington events he never for instance so went to a Republican National 
Convention and | think that that kind of feeling may have led to this scenario and now here is the plane as 
you can 
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and now here is the plane as you can hear again getting closer and closer for all the years that he dominated 
political life in this country indeed as you were just suggesting he only who actually lived and served in 
government in Washington | counted the years up the other a little while ago it was 18 years and this is for 
someone who first came to Washington as a member of Congress in 1946 came representing the district 
around Whittier California which is not too far from where | am in Yorba Linda judi the plane is just rolling to a 
halt here the family and friends will be coming out that the front door up by the nose there the casket will be 
coming out the back of the plane and for those of you who have watched presidential arrivals and departures 
over the years the tail number will be familiar to seven zero zero zero that is the old Air Force one which took 
many presidents all over the world this has to be a very very obviously it's a sad time enduring melancholy 
time for the Nixon family they lost for the daughter Julie Nixon eisenhower and Patricia Nixon Cox they lost 
their mother in June of last year she is buried here at the library where President Nixon will be buried 
tomorrow so it's it's been a very difficult year for all of them | think maybe especially for him I'm not an old 
Nixon friend but | Know some people who are who said that his wife's just really really diminished him you 
know that he seemed to lose some of the taste for living that he'd had before | used to the knows door 
opening there these are some scenes Bruce here at the Nixon Library in Yorba Linda where you 
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Nixon Library in Yorba Linda where you can see dozens and perhaps hundreds of people | can't get a good 
shot from by the eye from here but it looks as if perhaps hundreds of people are already gathered waiting to 
catch a glimpse of the funeral motorcade when it arrives a little more than an hour from now and now back to 
to El Toro Marine base where you are both stores on this 707 open now the family we've been told will be 
coming out the front as | said and mr. Nixon's casket out the rear where you see that platform and the barrier 
is ready to receive it for us there is a great deal of protocol involved with these ceremonies is there not well 
there's a whole little branch of government whose rules I've been relearning this morning called the Military 
District of Washington and they are in charge of events like this even though this event is in California they're 
in charge of it and they've done it before they have a protocol and they follow it they're quite strictly we know 
that there will be a we're broadening out now the picture to see more of the honor guard who are walking 
toward the plane but we know there will be a salute | believe it's a 21-gun salute it may be more than that 
coming out a lot 21 gun salute | think and the band will play America the Beautiful wants to salute hands | 
think it's fair to say that President Nixon had a very mixed relationship with this state that he's returning to 
this is the state of his birth it is the 
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is the state of his birth it is the state where he was raised and it is the state that he returned to after he had to 
resign the presidency in disgrace but he left California in 1979 to return to the East Coast and he has not 
lived here since that summer no you know practice politics in Washington practice law in New York he 
always said New York was the fast track if you were a lawyer and ended his life in the East Side | think he 
had mixed feelings about California for most of his life one way and another and yet on both sides of his 
family they were strong pioneering stock on his mother's side they were Quakers who came to California in 
the late 19th century on his father's side they came in the early 20th century of scotch-irish Methodist 


background so there was a mixture of both Heritage's in his background as you're seeing the picture here on 
the right is the flag flying at half-staff here at the Nixon Library in Yorba Linda which is | would guess Bruce 
about what 30 40 miles or so from where you are at the the El Toro Base 30 miles is what they've been 
saying and they expect the motorcade to go at 30 or 35 miles an hour and so take an hour more or less to 
get there that's the trade off the engines finally of this former Air Force One Ruth I know that you you know 
this and you may have already said it but they don't they only could actually call it Air Force one with the 
President himself excuse the hammering in the background they're constructing a platform where | am near 
the library but we know that they only call it Air Force one when the 
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they only call it Air Force one when the president the current president is actually riding on it and as you said 
the name of this plane is 27,000 well that's true of course but if this this was Air Force one for a number of 
presidents in fact until the current 747 which they've only had for a few years and you can see the flag- 
draped casket now after we're door brooo sign | have been inside some of the planes that have been called 
Air Force one | know there have been several of them and | assume they've had to reconfigure the interior of 
that plane in order to make make space for the for the president coffin oh | assume so they're they're all done 
so that you can read rigor the furniture everything slides in and out you can put beds in for long trips all that 
kind of thing see this time there's there's the family 
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now you can see the family of the Eisenhower's and the conscious of walking towards the motorcade while 
the honor guard with the casket waits by the rear door of the plane there had been some talk about friends | 
may have missed somebody what I'm seeing is is simply the family the daughters the husbands and the 
children Oh and now the casket begins to move being lowered first that's a hydraulic 
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being lowered first that's a hydraulic lift and it has to get down to ground level Hey and that of course is hail 
to the chief the song they play for presidents yes 
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Claire you won't ever insult 
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and that is really the end of this short ceremony it's been just about 30 minutes since the plane first landed 
motorcade now leaving El Toro Marine Air Station on its way to the Nixon birthplace in library at your Belinda 
Judy Bruce as you were saying a little while ago this is about a 30-minute thirty mile about a 45-minute Drive 
and said they're gonna stay that's what they try yeah yeah do we know if this is the end again | want to 
apologize for the noise in the background there's no construction that is very much underway here at the 
library and birthplace site where tomorrow's funeral will be in and in fact where the motorcade will be in about 
45 minutes but do you know if this is the end of the military's role in this ceremony or will they continue well 
it's the end of the formal military rule | suppose there will be an honor guard you know all the late president is 
lying in state but this is really the last 
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in state but this is really the last military gesture the 21-gun salutes the honor guard and all that that's that's 
the the official ceremonial part the the the military's role in this and that's over we know that and you really 
suggested this a moment ago this was a president who paid very great attention to detail and we know that 
he no doubt left very specific instructions about what he wanted done after his death not only the the funeral 
service tomorrow but no doubt this the preliminary ceremony today and and tomorrow as we await the Nixon 


humor motorcade here l'm competing with a lot of noise here because workmen are still building the the 
construction platter constructing the platform that the news media will use and nearby with dignitaries will be 
sitting another let me just go ahead and tell you that this area right behind me it looks like a parking lot 
representative that's all here at in Yorba Linda at the Nixon birthplace library and decided we'll be back with 
more coverage of the president's last visit home to California after them 


END 


